Minutes of Evening Chorus Committee meeting held at 44 Fairlight Avenue at 4:00pm on 22nd October 2025

1. Welcome: the Chair, Lauraine Everitt welcomed the members present (Helen Rathbone, Musical Director, Lesley Graham, Treasurer, Pam Celentano, Linda Bishop, Christine House, Mary Knights).  Apologies were accepted from Carolyn Heath and Roberta Breen. 

2. Finance:  Lesley explained the financial position.  We have £12,244.70 in the bank.  Bancroft’s have billed us for the first month of this year and the rates have nor changed.  Currently we have 39 members who have paid including Geraldine, who has paid for half a term [this was updated on 25th October].  Lauraine will chase new people and those who haven’t paid so far.  We need to have a drive to recruit new members after Christmas.

3. Christmas Soiree
a. Catering – Linda will convene a meeting of the catering committee.  We will do something similar to last Christmas.  There are three bottles of ready-made mulled wine, so we will add to this and also offer red or white wine and soft drinks. Linda will collect the glasses and bottles of mulled wine (and float for the bar and the door) from Lesley before she leaves for Argentina at the end of November.  The first drink will be included in the ticket price.  It was agreed that the playing card system worked well last Christmas.  Pam will look the cards out.
b. Personnel – we need to find a barman to work with Keith Everitt and two non-singers to man the door where people need to be registered (if they have bought tickets through Ticket Source) to take cash from people paying on the night.  We need to have someone switch the lights on off and on at the beginning.  Choir members will have electrical tea lights.
c. Hampers – Mary is unable to continue her sterling work with this at the moment due to health issues.  People are required to help with this. Lauraine, Helen and Linda are all happy to help with assembling the hampers.  Carolyn will, hopefully, send out her list for contents as the choir reconvenes after the half-term break.  We have agreed not to have cellophane wrapping this year.  Someone will need to collect the spare items from the summer from Mary.
d. Layout for hall – Lauraine to contact Bancroft’s with a drawn layout.  Pam will forward this to Lauraine for onward transmission.
e. Jewel coloured tops?  The committee agreed with this idea, provided people wore strong, plain colours.  Members will wear black trousers or skirts along with their tops.
f. Next year shall we go for a January soiree?  After some debate, it was agreed that we would stick with our Christmas slot.
g. Ticketing – Lesley will set up ticket source for the purchase of tickets as soon as possible.  Tickets will be priced at £15 and can also be purchased at the door, but we should encourage members to steer their families and friends to Ticket Source wherever possible.  In future, it might be helpful if another person (as well as Lesley) could arrange to have I Zettle on their phone to take card payments.
h. Musical personnel for the soiree – James and Sophie Bluff will be attendance along with Clive Morris, Bob Bishop, Jonathan Rathbone and Sally and Laimons Grinbergs (friends of Helen).  They will be asked to come and rehearse at least 19th and 26th November, with the possibility of 12th November too.
Rose Degen will be asked to sing the solo in ‘This is the Truth’. 

4. Copped Hall – Lauraine, Helen and Roger would arrange a visit. [Currently looking like 3rd November am]

5. Workshop – Lauraine has spoken to Julia Whitbread and she is happy to take the 2026 workshop.  We need to decide on a theme/topic/musical and the date (probably sometime in March).  The committee seemed most keen on Andrew Lloyd Webber songs for our workshop this year, but will ask for suggestions from the choir.

6. Any other business – The timing of the choir sessions was brought up.  We will carry this forward to another committee meeting.

It was suggested that the minutes could be made available the whole choir via the website.  Pam was happy to upload them.

7. There being no further business, the meeting was closed.


